
Patrick 00:02 
Hey, Danny, welcome to another exciting episode of National Legal Radio on the Republic Broadcasting Network, rbnrepublic broadcasting .org. It's the Chinatown of free speech, because it's free speech, plus there's Chinese food. 

Patrick 00:17 
What could be better? So go to republicbroadcasting .org. Click on the Donate button. Send the badly needed fundage. 2251 Double Creek Drive Suite 302, round Rock, Texas, 7864. Phone it in to 1 -800 -724 -2719. 

Patrick 00:37 
And we have on our, this is our first show of the year with Kato. Kato, happy non -Chinese New Year. 

Kato 00:48 
Yes, well, uh, happy new year everyone or should I say quote happy unquote new year? Uh, can't promise that the 

Patrick 00:56 
Tony. Can we say that? We have to wait. We have to wait till Chinese New Year, the lunar New Year later in the month. 

Kato 01:05 
both times, both times you could say it, yeah, but yeah, I mean, it's a quote unquote happy new year. You know, I don't know if it'll be such a happy year though, because you know, 2023, I'll admit in my lifetime, 2023 has been the roughest year of my life, both personally and politically as you know, around us. 

Kato 01:31 
I can't promise that 2024 is going to be any smoother, at least politically. You know, there's a lot of stuff that 2023 ended on, you know, a lot of really, really bad stuff, you know, the most biggest one of them all being the Israelis, you know, being able to get away with mass murder, and they're openly displaying it to the whole world, and not only that, but the United States is full -heartedly supporting the Israelis in their mass murder genocide campaign against the people of Gaza and the Palestinians. 

Patrick 02:08 
They are doing mass murder and it is genocide, but they're not going to get away with it. I think this is going to, I mean, this is my opinion, but I think it's going to be their undoing. 

Kato 02:19 
in the long run it will definitely be their demise. It's just how much longer do we have to bear, do we have to wait before Israel finally, the world finally takes action. 

Patrick 02:31 
Well, how many thousands, how many more thousands or tens of thousands of martyrs will there be? And then make no mistake, these are martyrs, these people who are dying in. And their martyrdom, you know, maybe their martyrdom is intended to be for their own freedom, for their own liberation, but I think their martyrdom is for the whole world. 

Patrick 02:57 
I think the whole world owes these people a debt of gratitude. But a lot of stuff's coming together on this, and you've got the whole BRICS, especially Russia and China, taking the lead on this. But you've got South Africa, which is a BRICS country. 

Patrick 03:13 
South Africa is introducing a case in the International Court of Justice against Israel for the crime of genocide. And so lots of stuff are happening, and everybody would like to see immediate action. 

Patrick 03:37 
Well, the thing is, if you try to take immediate action, you can escalate into a war, into a nuclear war, and that could be really, really bad for everyone. And I think what we've seen from Vladimir Putin and from Xi Jinping, who I don't have quite the same feel for Xi Jinping, because he's, I don't know if he's not as outspoken, I mean, or like outgoing, Putin makes, you know, he, every, at the end of every year, he has like four, five hour long press conferences. 

Patrick 04:13 
He's kind of in front of the cameras a lot. So I've got a real feel for him, but more indirectly, just from results, I'm getting a feel for Xi Jinping. And I think they're both very similar in that they're cautious, and they're cautious, but they're determined. 

Patrick 04:37 
And 

Kato 04:37 
I mean, the Chinese people are very, very, very cautious, very calculated people. They don't just, or we don't just, I guess I'm in a way kind of an exception, but we don't just completely spill our thoughts and say exactly what's on our mind. 

Kato 04:53 
We're very careful about what words we use and how we say them. And we don't jump to conclusions very, very fast. And basically what, when you listen to President Xi Jinping speak, you know, I mean, it's just leaps and bounds by far way better than any American politician speaks. 

Kato 05:15 
But some people might find it very boring listening to him speak because he doesn't use very, very provocative kind of words like Putin sometimes does. Putin sometimes does. 

Patrick 05:29 
or Dimitri Mjodvedev does all the time now. Oh yeah, well he's spot on. 

Kato 05:34 
in our day or yeah so of course me growing in America I kind of you know I'm kind of an exception in terms of you know what I say because you know the audience knows exactly how I think for the most part. 

Patrick 05:48 
question. So how often does Xi Jinping speak publicly? 

Kato 05:52 
Well, let's see here. He doesn't do any press conferences. Putin does press conferences. Presidency, he doesn't do press conferences. The Chinese Foreign Minister will do press conferences. And he'll have spokesmen, you know, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Kato 06:08 
That's who handles all the media and press conferences, international media, you know, the, you know, the, the outstanding ministry spokesman, you know, Wang Wenbin, you know, he does the press conference. 

Kato 06:19 
Presidency, he only talks in terms of public speeches. He only talks on like special events and special occasions like, you know, New Year's he'll give an address to the nation. And then, of course, you know, you got special events like, for example, you know, the celebration of the, yeah, the founding of the People's Republic of China, you know, he made a big, you know, statement. 

Kato 06:45 
That was in, what was it, 2020? It was 21 -22. I can't do math now, but it was basically that was when he made that famous quote, you know, the Chinese people are a great iron wall of steel. Saying that if anyone goes against China, they'll be going, they'll be going up against the mighty force of 1 .4 billion Chinese people who form a great wall of iron and steel. 

Patrick 07:14 
So what do you think Great Wall? So I Like in is so the Great Wall of China is the Mon Monnie Cho -jung or something like that how do you say it? Like a 10 ,000 mile Great castle or something like that 10 ,000 10 ,000 mile long castle 

Speaker 3 07:43 
常城 ,常民主堂 ,常民者castle 常城 ,常城 ,中国常城 

Kato 07:53 
Yeah, that's the great wall of China. 

Patrick 07:57 
So when he said the Great Wall of Iron, did he use that as like a similar wording? 

Kato 08:05 
I'll have to go back and listen to it. It's been a while since I've listened to that speech. That was probably one of the more exciting speeches of him. But I mean, that was what the English translation was. 

Kato 08:23 
You could say the English captions. That's what that was. So. 

Patrick 08:30 
But anyway, there's been in world politics, there's been a lot of important things going on the past few years. And you've had the obviously the war in Ukraine. It's a big deal. Now you've got this war in the Middle East, which has been slowly ramping up. 

Patrick 08:52 
And so Israel has low level warfare going on with Hezbollah. It's got low level either Israel or the United States together. They've kind of got some low level warfare going on with Yemen. 

Kato 09:10 
The thing is, the Houthi militias, the United States military is now actively attacking and bombing Houthi militias, militia units who are, you know, they're capturing cargo ships that are bound for Israel, bound for the Israeli port. 

Kato 09:30 
And basically the only one simple demand is basically, you know, Israel stop, you know, bombing Gaza and let, you know, humanitarian aid come in. And apparently that's unacceptable to the American Empire and to the US military and they have to go and attack these Houthis because of that. 

Patrick 09:50 
The Houthis are a Shiite militia. In Yemen, the northern part of Yemen, the part that they control is a Shiite area. And then Hezbollah is a Shiite militia, and both have close ties with Iran. It doesn't mean they're not independent actors. 

Patrick 10:12 
They are independent actors, but they've got close ties with Iran. And Netanyahu has for decades wanted a war with Iran. 

Kato 10:25 
In fact, just the beginning of this year, I'm sure you heard there was a huge explosion that happened in uh, was it in Tehran? It was at the memorial of you know the general that the United States murdered. 

Kato 10:38 
Yes. Yeah, it was yeah there was an explosion killed by like 100 some people or something. 

Patrick 10:46 
Yeah, it's for General Hassan, uh, Sulamani, uh, who was martyred. I'm not even using the word murdered anymore. I'm using the word martyred now. And it was martyred by President Trump to President Trump's lasting disgrace. 

Patrick 11:02 
Uh, I've gone into that. Oh, that's, you see, that's another thing I told you. I mean, bad things happened at the beginning of January. That happened at the beginning. I think that was January 2nd or 3rd. 

Kato 11:17 
right after Iran had their big New Year's celebration. 

Patrick 11:21 
Yeah, 2020. So the the the martyring of General Sulamani was on like the second or third of January 2020. And so they were commemorating his martyrdom. It's a fourth four year anniversary. And now, like supposedly ISIS has taken credit for it. 

Patrick 11:41 
But the thing is, ISIS really is to a large extent a creation of the United States and Israel. 

Kato 11:51 
And yeah, I mean, you literally have is, you know, Israeli officials admitting that we're helping ISIS, you know, to fight, you know, against the Syrian government, you know, President Assad. 

Patrick 12:04 
ISIS has never attacked Israel. Once by accident, they accidentally hit Israel and apologized. They promptly apologized. What does that tell you? What does this tell you? The ISIS, it fought against President Assad, and now it's fighting against Iran. 

Patrick 12:29 
What does this tell you? And of course, the United States, during the odds, we had Joseph Biden, who was at the time the vice president. Dr. Duke plays this recording of Biden's remarks practically on a loop. 

Patrick 12:51 
He plays it all the time. Vice President Biden was at the Kennedy School of Government, and he was saying, you know, the problem that we've got is our colleagues, meaning Saudi Arabia and some of the Gulf States and I guess Jordan, our colleagues keep funding ISIS, they keep arming ISIS. 

Kato 13:19 
What it is is the United States and Israel funding ISIS, but they're routing the money through Saudi Arabia. 

Patrick 13:27 
Yeah, and they got, well, and of course the thing is, you know, Saudi Arabia, they're arming ISIS, okay? Well, what happened in December 2012? We know from the Julian Assange, the WikiLeaks, we know from WikiLeaks that Hillary Clinton, she wrote, she was writing an email to, who was it to? 

Patrick 13:50 
Was it to John Podesta? And she said that we're giving a, it was the largest arms deal ever in history at that time. It was a $60 billion arms deal to Saudi Arabia, which she described as a giant Christmas present, despite the fact that she acknowledged that some of it was gonna go to ISIS. 

Patrick 14:13 
I mean, so, I don't know, at any rate, so the things are ramping up and it could wind up being a war with Iran and you're right. 

Kato 14:28 
So things are calming down in Eastern Europe, in the Ukraine, and things are ramping up in the Middle East. 

Patrick 14:36 
Yeah, but you know the thing is that as they're cooling down in Ukraine, they're cooling down because Ukraine is lost. And it's becoming harder and harder to pretend that the emperor has closed, or to pretend that the president has a skin tight khaki green t -shirt on. 

Kato 15:00 
Yeah, when he's not in the high heels and crack. 

Patrick 15:03 
Yeah, Wendy's not in high heels and drag. And it's a humiliation, and it's massively weakened the United States, both in terms of prestige, but also in terms of armaments. It's shown that we've run out of armaments. 

Patrick 15:20 
We ran out of the shells for these artillery pieces that Ukraine has. We've run out of shells, what, like nine months ago and started sending them cluster munitions instead. We don't have the industrial capacity. 

Kato 15:41 
The military industrial complex is a joke. 

Patrick 15:47 
It's a joke. Our economy is weak. We can say, oh, our GDP and China's GDP is about the same. But when you start looking at what the makeup of our GDP is and what the makeup of the Chinese GDP is, the Chinese GDP is made up primarily of production. 

Patrick 16:07 
Ours is made up primarily of consumption. And if you're trying to feed a military, you don't feed the military with consumption, you feed it with production. So the United States is extremely weak. We do have residual nuclear weapons. 

Patrick 16:31 
We've got a very large nuclear arsenal. So we're still dangerous. There's still a lot of danger. But other than fighting a nuclear war, other than launching nuclear arm again, the United States is not in a position to take on either Russia or China. 

Patrick 16:49 
Now, the other potential flashpoint that everybody's been talking about, and this is what I want to ask you about, has been time. Everybody's, you know, they talk about Ukraine and Russia. They talk about Iran. 

Patrick 17:02 
And then they talk about Taiwan Straits. And in what, in just eight days, seven days really, from when we record, from our recording now, in just a few days from whenever this is being broadcast, on the 13th of January, Taiwan's having presidential elections. 

Patrick 17:20 
How is that shaping up? 

Kato 17:22 
Well, unfortunately things are not looking good for the opposition to the DPP. They're back. 

Patrick 17:33 
because they're not popular or because they're split between two relatively strong standards. 

Kato 17:40 
two very strong personalities, strong candidates, or two candidates with very strong personalities that are running against the DPP candidate who is that piece of crap, William Lai, who's the current vice president. 

Kato 18:00 
Plastic face as I call it, because you look at his face, it's like he's got a hundred plastic surgeries or something. But the thing is, so the two main opposition parties, number one of course is the Kuomintang, the KMT. 

Kato 18:17 
That's Chiang Kai -shek's nationalist party, which is nothing like it used to be, unfortunately. And the candidate for the KMT is, his name is Hoyou Yi. He used to be a policeman actually, a Taiwanese policeman. 

Kato 18:37 
And let me pull this up. Yeah, he used to be director of the National Police Agency. And he was also the deputy mayor. He was also the mayor of New Taipei. New Taipei is basically, it's right next to Taipei, but it's kind of a newer section. 

Kato 18:56 
But it's got its own jurisdiction kind of thing. I guess I'm not sure what American city to compare to, but yeah, he was the director of the Taiwan National Police, and he was the mayor of New Taipei. 

Kato 19:14 
And personally, if I was in Taiwan right now, if I was a resident of the Republic of China, a citizen of the Republic of China, I would choose this guy. I would choose Hoyou Yi. I like his, you could say his resume. 

Kato 19:31 
He doesn't seem like the politician type, of course. They all say that until they get into politics. But yeah, I mean, I would vote for Hoyou Yi. So you have him and then you have this other guy, his name is Gohonz. 

Kato 19:47 
And Gohonz, he is an independent politician. And he is, let me see here real quick. Let me pull this up to my facts right here, Taiwanese presidential election. Okay, so you have Gohonz up and he is a doctor. 

Kato 20:08 
He's actually a doctor and he was the mayor of Taipei. And he's, oh, I'm sorry. I said he was independent, but he's actually, the party that he is a part of is the, he used to be an independent, but his party is the Taiwan People's Party. 

Speaker 3 20:26 
Okay. 

Kato 20:26 
And you know basically but but here's the thing though both the Kuomintang and Or both the Hoyo Yi and this the Goan's they both have very strong personalities and they both You know think that they're the ones to you know become the new president of Taiwan But what's important is both of them are opposed to the DPP's hostile, you know agitative, you know, basically a poking, you know aggressive poking policies against the mainland so That's those are the two main ones running against William Lai now At one point though early or late in 2023. 

Kato 21:09 
They both were discussing about potentially, you know forming an alliance forming a a a you know coming together And working together against 

Patrick 21:21 
So one would wind up being the president the other one to being the vice president 

Kato 21:25 
Right, exactly. But due to their strong personalities, neither one could admit to the others. So they decided not to work together. And yeah, so needless to say, I mean, the best way I could describe it is like, you know, essentially you have, let's say there's a third party that comes in and, you know, chips away, votes from the Republican Party and then the Democrat Party wins. 

Kato 21:53 
So. 

Patrick 21:55 
Yeah, and you what you've got in Taiwan my my understanding is that it's by popular vote and you there's no runoff so if it winds up being third you know the two opposition parties both have 30% and the DP and the DP the ruling party the current ruling party gets 40% that 40% is going to be enough so it's just whoever gets whoever gets the most that you don't have to have 50% as you would in France or in Russia or Ukraine other other places where you have to there's a runoff if you don't get 50% the top to get a runoff it I would venture to say that if they had the runoff system in Taiwan in the runoff the the DPP would lose 

Kato 22:57 
Oh yeah, well yeah, I mean the opposition parties would definitely have a chance against DPP. 

Patrick 23:06 
Yeah. And have you seen the most recent polling data? 

Kato 23:12 
Yes, so basically all the major Taiwan news networks overwhelmingly say that DPP is going to win. 

Patrick 23:21 
but not with less than 50% of the vote probably, right? 

Kato 23:25 
Oh yeah, like 30 something like not even 40%, like 35% of the vote. 

Speaker 3 23:30 
Um 

Kato 23:31 
but that's the problem because the Taiwan political system is modeled too much after the american political system yet there's more than you know you know two parties now during i hate the two party system i think the two party system is one of the biggest scams and you know uh... 

Kato 23:46 
government history uh... but the fact of the matter is yet it's not like in in in in france where you know uh... you can have a you know parliamentary elections where uh... you know the top two candidates you know they go to the runoff everyone runs in in in the first general and when that's round one when that one's done and they all go to the next one is it's not like that it's just whoever wins the majority wins 

Patrick 24:12 
Well, whoever went to plurality wins. 

Kato 24:15 
Yeah, that's what I meant. Colorado, whoever gets the most. It's not about whoever wins the majority. It's about whoever gets the most. 

Patrick 24:22 
And I guess it's been like that probably for about 30 years or so. It when I was in Taiwan, they had a different system. Uh, there was a body called the National Assembly and the National Assembly, I don't know how you say it in Chinese, but the National Assembly, uh, maybe it was, uh, uh, you know, Gouhua, Mi Hui or something like that. 

Patrick 24:46 
I don't know what it was, but the National Assembly selected the president. It was the equivalent of the electoral college in the United States. And the laws were passed not by the National Assembly. 

Patrick 24:57 
The laws were passed by the, what they called the legislative Yuan. So I don't know what that would be. 

Kato 25:05 
That was Chen Kaixue's political system. 

Patrick 25:09 
Yeah, that was Chiang Kai -shek's political, and Chiang Jinguo's political, Chiang Jinguo. And then it got changed, I guess, under... 

Kato 25:17 
Yeah, it was Lee Dunwooyah. He was the one that changed it all. 

Patrick 25:21 
So now this system, you know, for better or for worse, it just because you've got these two strong personalities that refuse, you know, neither one of them is willing to step aside for the other. And they're likely to split the majoritarian vote of the anti -independence. 

Kato 25:51 
And honestly, honestly, this might be a little bit out there, but part of me is starting to think that this Taiwan people's party, he's really an agent of the DPP just trying to co -opt, take votes away from Hoiou -E, because I'm looking at the profiles of the candidates, and one of them is also the running mates. 

Kato 26:20 
I'm also looking at the running mates of all the candidates. So I guess we could start out with, well, I'll just mention Goh -Eun -sa, he did not choose a very good running mate. He chose a woman by the name of Cynthia Wu, and it says here she worked from subsidiaries of Merrill Lynch in the United Kingdom, and the Xinhong Group in Taiwan before she was appointed to the legislative end. 

Kato 26:47 
And oh yeah, not to mention too, she was born in the United States and she's a dual citizen, well, I think she renounced her. 

Speaker 3 26:56 
Thank you. 

Patrick 26:56 
So this is the Taiwan People's Party candidate. 

Kato 27:01 
Vice yeah the vice president. Oh and guess what it says here that she uh she married a uh you know she was married to a chinese man and then divorced her in 2019 and ran off with some uh european dude some rich european guy uh so you some belgium baron named uh ronaldo van der elst in 2022 and she you know she got pregnant and gave birth to uh you know half chinese half baby uh i mean just i don't think that was a very good choice to hire uh to choose you know a divorced woman and you know i mean she's pretty don't get me wrong she's pretty attractive but have you seen a divorced woman that married a foreigner i don't think that was a good choice 

Patrick 27:47 
Have you seen the first lady of Korea? No. She's actually quite cute. Yeah, I guess she's like late 40s, but she looks really young. And she's all about the animals. I give her credit for leading the fight to eliminate the practice of dog eating. 

Patrick 28:15 
She's not just Korean people in Korea eat dogs. It's very few people who do, but she's taken upon herself to just sit and watch. 

Kato 28:23 
It's illegal and it's illegal in China. It's against the law in China. 

Patrick 28:28 
Yeah, well, it will be against the bonds in Korea within like a month or so. And that's thanks in part to the very cute first lady. But I was, you know, the, the losing presidential candidate from the last election, who would be a leading contender for the next election. 

Patrick 28:46 
And they don't have, you know, you don't have, you have a one term limit in South Korea. He got stabbed in the neck a few days ago. He was badly hurt, but I don't think he's going to die. But it was an assassination attempt. 

Patrick 29:01 
And because of that, I sort of just look, I used to really follow South Korea politics and I haven't for 15 years, 20 years, but I used to follow closely. And so I was looking back into it. And, you know, the thing is they have, you know, there are issues that concern foreigners and obviously the relations between North and South Korea, from my point of view, that's what's most important. 

Patrick 29:28 
But from people who live in Korea, you know, there's all sorts of other issues going on. There's like the length of the work week, you know, there's maybe the pension system. There's, there's all sorts of stuff that are of concern to, to the locals, right, to the, to the, to the people. 

Patrick 29:45 
And I was wondering, are you aware of besides relations with the mainland, are there other big issues that are of interest to the electorate in Taiwan? 

Kato 30:00 
Yeah, the number one issue is the economy. That's the number one thing that most citizens of the Republic of China are concerned about is the economy. In fact, when I was in Taiwan a few years ago, people in Taiwan, they do talk politics a lot. 

Kato 30:17 
People in the mainland, not so much, but people in Taiwan, they do talk politics. Yeah, everything's related to their personal income and the economy. And obviously we know that Taiwan has benefited greatly from doing business with the Chinese mainland. 

Kato 30:32 
So, you know, there you have it. It's all connected. But there's another, now I want to focus on this Vice President, or the Vice Presidential candidate of William Lai. And this female, I think, is a very, very dangerous woman. 

Kato 30:53 
And her name is Xiao Wonderful. Xiao Beautiful is like a local dialect, you know, I don't know why. It's a dialect that's spoken in Taiwan that's not Mandarin. But her Chinese, her Mandarin name is Xiao Mei. 

Kato 31:05 
And so this woman. 

Patrick 31:11 
But you don't know the characters. If it's May and B, I would assume that that's the character for beautiful, like Megwool. 

Kato 31:21 
of this she's not really that pretty but here's what I want to say about her though she is of mixed background in other words she's half white and half Chinese her her dad is Chinese and her mom is American now you know that in and of herself doesn't make her bad but what what it is is though you look at her background where she was you know where she went to school she was born in Kobe Japan she wasn't even even even born in in Thailand she was born in Japan and yeah she was a dual citizen from 1971 to 2002 she was great 

Patrick 32:00 
of which countries? What? Of which countries? 

Kato 32:04 
the United States. 

Patrick 32:06 
Okay, she was just by being born in Kobe. The what? Okay, so she was a dual citizen of of the Republic of China and the United States. 

Kato 32:19 
and stay cheer. 

Patrick 32:20 
Yeah, but not Japan. She was born in Japan, but Japan doesn't have birth citizenship. 

Kato 32:25 
So it's a yes, she was born in Japan. She graduated from from Columbia University in New York It says here that she formerly served as vice president of liberal international Whatever the hell that is some some yeah or international organization that promotes liberalism basically so that that should tell you how but but to get this um Over here it says here that shall has worked on a number of issues in the legislators Notably women's rights and the rights of foreigners in taiwan and other human rights Shall supported amending the nationality law to allow individuals born to at least one parent of roc nationality to also claim roc nationality irrespective well, yeah, because she is you know Whatever parents is is not Chinese and yeah Here she is cosponsored anti discrimination and anti domestic violence Uh, and and also you look here too Uh, she it says here that she is uh, and this is this is the wikipedia page It says that she is a huge supporter of lgbt rights in taiwan 

Patrick 33:37 
Mm. 

Kato 33:38 
And of course, you know, she is a, she's a cat woman too. She's a crazy cat lady too. She's got four cats and obviously no kids. Someone like her is like, do you really want to have kids? But let's decide the point. 

Kato 33:51 
So she is very dangerous to the, to, to the people of the Republic of China, to the citizens of. 

Patrick 33:58 
Yeah, and this is this is the the DPP candidate the ruling party. 

Kato 34:06 
This is the Running Mate to William Lai for DPP. 

Patrick 34:10 
And presumably at some point in the future than a presidential candidate herself just as William Lai is the current vice president and he's. 

Kato 34:19 
Yeah, exactly. 

Patrick 34:22 
Is there a two term limit? Do they have a two term limit? Yeah, there's a two. Yeah, there's a two. 

Kato 34:26 
term limit in that way structure like the United States. Yeah, directional system or presidential system. Yeah, so but she's very dangerous. I mean, she is. I mean, not that I would compare, you know, as bad as the DPP is, I still, you know, I'm reluctant to compare them to American politicians because American politicians are just so beyond evil. 

Kato 34:49 
It's like, you know, it's even hard to make that comparison. But I mean, I'm, you know, in some way, she's kind of like almost like the Kamala Harris of Taiwan. You know, again, it's it's it's, you know, I mean, Kamala Harris is so beyond evil. 

Kato 35:06 
But, you know, is he is just retired? I both, I think I think she's both. But I mean, yeah, in many ways, this is who this is. This is who is, you know, the the the you could say the Taiwanese version of that. 

Patrick 35:26 
Okay, so, and then, so I asked about the issues and you said the number one issue is the economy. To what extent is relations with the mainland and in particular a possible declaration of independence, to what extent is that factoring into the presidential election? 

Kato 35:48 
Honestly from my discussion with the locals there that wasn't really talked about that much Most of it was more of you know, what can what can these you know politicians do for me personally and You know my family not not me personally, but my family and you know my well, you know my family's well -being You know, what kind of policies can they do that will benefit my family, you know economically That was what it was mainly but they didn't really talk too much about You know mainland You know Taiwan relations too much Because most Yeah, most people in Taiwan. 

Kato 36:28 
I mean all they care about is you know make money and become prosperous Anyone I say become prosperous. I don't mean you know become some super billionaire even though I'm sure nobody would mind that but Just middle class kind of upper middle class So that that's the number one goal of most you know people in Taiwan And when it comes to like, you know This political ideology or that they really don't care. 

Kato 36:51 
They just you know, want what's best for their family and for their children You know, that's a traditional Chinese way. What's best for my family for my children? 

Patrick 37:01 
Mm -hmm. And so I just want to clarify for the listeners because it is kind of confusing that the status quo right now is that Taiwan claims to be the Republic of China, the Republic of China that was founded by Sun Yat -sen in, I believe, 1911. 

Patrick 37:29 
And so they claim to be the Republic of China and so and they have not declared independence from China. But there are those in who live in Taiwan. There is a, probably you could call it a substantial minority that would like to eventually be independent and never go back to being part of China. 

Patrick 37:59 
There is a minority but, you know, of some substance, of some, you know, of some significance. 

Kato 38:09 
Yeah, it's almost like an oligarchic minority. This minority has a lot of wealth, a lot of money, and influence. And of course, you know, they had a lot of it they get from the United States and from Japan, which is effectively getting it from the United States. 

Patrick 38:30 
Well, Japan has not really had much of its own foreign policy. It has followed American foreign policy ever since World War II. 

Kato 38:40 
Yeah, in Taiwan, you've got these DPP funded. Obviously, they won't come out on the open and say they do, but these radical extremist separatist types, you'll see them just waving American and Japanese flags marching. 

Kato 38:58 
I mean, how is that not, as a Chinese person, how is that not treason to your own people? How is that not Han Jian, Han Chinese? Jian means to be a traitor. Han Jian, a Han traitor, traitor to your own race, to your own nationality, to your own ethnicity. 

Patrick 39:21 
So the status quo is that Taiwan is self -governing, but has never declared independence and claims to be the true, legitimate Republican China. 

Kato 39:39 
because Taiwan, the result of this is the result of the Chinese Civil War that ended in 1949 with Mao and the communists taking the mainland and then Chiang Kai -shek and the Nationalist retreating to the island of Taiwan. 

Kato 39:53 
And that's how the People's Republic of China and the Republic of China were both established. And for the longest period of time, the United States recognized the Republic of China as the legitimate China. 

Kato 40:09 
And the People's Republic of China is not, but then that flipped in 1979 when Jimmy Carter became president. 

Patrick 40:19 
Jimmy Carter, he became president in 77 and in 79 he recognized 

Kato 40:26 
People's Republic of China as the legitimate China. 

Patrick 40:32 
Yeah. And Nixon had opened relations with the people for public kind of but yeah. Kissing your kiss and your kiss and your Nixon. Oh, so there is a there is a opera. Have we talked about this before? 

Patrick 40:50 
There's an actually an opera that was has been performed. It's called Nixon in China. Have you ever heard of that opera? 

Kato 40:58 
I've heard it, I've never seen it. 

Patrick 41:01 
I haven't seen it either, but I have on YouTube, I've seen one of the arias from it, and it's a proper opera. I think the funny subject material. But one of these days, I'm going to see the whole opera. 

Patrick 41:16 
So here's the thing. Two years ago or so, the United States looked very, very aggressive with the new Biden organism, and his administration, very aggressive. And, you know, there was talk about where are they going to do war? 

Patrick 41:41 
Are they going to do it against Russia? Are they going to do it against Iran? Are they going to do it against China? Are they going to do it against everybody? And I would have to say that now, in 2024, as a result of the humiliation of the United States and its proxy and alloys, I can't call them allies, I'll call them alloys, or its satellites, they've been humiliated in Ukraine. 

Patrick 42:11 
Things are going very badly in the Middle East. And if you were somebody, let's just say you are the newly elected William, what's the guy's name? William Wang or whatever? 

Kato 42:26 
Yeah, lie as an LIE, lie because he's a liar. 

Patrick 42:30 
Okay, so you're William Lai, you've just been elected President of the Republic of China, Taiwan. And maybe you've got inclinations to move towards independence. But you've seen how well, how this didn't work out in Ukraine, that the United States wasn't able to achieve the so -called objectives in Ukraine. 

Patrick 43:03 
And then you're looking at what's going on in Israel, and things are not going well. These wars are not going well. That the United States, to the extent it has your back, it might have your back, but it's not capable of protecting you from the back. 

Patrick 43:20 
I mean, maybe it has your back in a very gay way. 

Speaker 3 43:25 
Yeah. 

Kato 43:27 
I wouldn't be surprised if William lie. Well, here's the thing, I think William lie. I mean, he's such a, you know, just, he's so, you know, up there in league with, you know, the US politicians and various, you know, diplomats of the AIT, the American Institute of Taiwan and all these places. 

Kato 43:51 
I don't think, I mean, yeah, it's like, yeah, Ukraine is a complete failure. Does Zelensky, does he care? No, in fact, he's proud of it. In fact, you know, he wants to, you know, bring on even more, even though it's things are winding down. 

Kato 44:08 
I think William lie, I, yeah, I mean, obviously he knows that, you know, the US empire or the liberal international order, you know, the liberal new world order is crumbling apart. It's falling apart and it's collapsing on itself. 

Kato 44:25 
But at the end of the day, these politicians, as long as they themselves don't get hurt, don't get injured, I don't think they care. They're still gonna, you know, be ideologically charged to do whatever their, you know, liberal international masters tell them. 

Kato 44:40 
They're, you know, the, you know, American elites, quote unquote, American elites, Judeo -American in the long run. 

Patrick 44:51 
But you look at how, and we only have a couple minutes left, but you look at how the war has been prosecuted in Ukraine. And you've got some towns, you know, medium sized towns or small cities that most people have never heard of before that have gotten pretty devastated like Bakhmut. 

Patrick 45:15 
Okay, Bakhmut, a lot of devastation there. Or what was it? Metropolitan, something pole. I can't even remember. Marial pole or something. Yeah, marial pole. These are places that very few people weren't totally geography nerds. 

Patrick 45:35 
Very few people were aware of these places. The larger cities of Ukraine, whether you're talking about Odessa or Karkov or Kiev, or, you know, Lvov, the larger cities haven't been touched. Most of the fighting has been in the countryside, it's been in small villages. 

Patrick 46:01 
That couldn't happen in Taiwan because Taiwan is so compact. It might have close to... It might, you know, its population is smaller than Ukraine's population was, but it's more or less comparable, but it's so tiny. 

Patrick 46:15 
And it's so built up. So it'll be really, really vulnerable. You couldn't... Like the infrastructure, industrial infrastructure, the residential infrastructure, you know, so much of it's in high rises, it is so vulnerable. 

Patrick 46:33 
You just... You try having a war in Taiwan. I mean, it's been devastating enough for the Ukrainian nation because they've lost so many other men, and then so many people have left the country. But in terms of, like, rebuilding, you could rebuild that. 

Patrick 46:54 
But Taiwan is... Like, it's just so much of what's of value in Taiwan are buildings and facilities that were made. You know, Ukraine is known as the bread basket of Europe. It's agricultural. That's not Taiwan. 

Patrick 47:12 
Not to say that Taiwan doesn't have agriculture, but it's primarily industrial and, you know... 

Kato 47:20 
So high thanks. 

Speaker 3 47:23 
Yeah, yeah. 

Kato 47:26 
Chinese mainland says we want peaceful reunification, but it's the American empire war. 

Patrick 47:32 
And I think they're in a better position to get it now than they've ever been in really, because of the exposure of the weakness of the Xio -infected American state. 

Kato 47:49 
Oh yeah, absolutely. But we shall see you next next time we talk the elections will have already happened over there and We shall see maybe hopefully hopefully i'm wrong and hopefully all the polls are wrong and we see 

Speaker 3 48:04 
imagined about. 

Patrick 48:05 
One or the other, maybe one of the opposition candidates will, hopefully the K and the N. 

Kato 48:14 
Yeah, hopefully the KMT, because that other guy, he has no credibility to me. So yeah, hopefully the KMT will, of course then the American media is all going to say, oh, look at this, mainland China was behind it all. 

Speaker 3 48:32 
Yeah. 

Kato 48:33 
So yeah, I mean, we'll see you next week. 

Patrick 48:36 
All right, well, I look forward to that. So thank you for joining me, Kato. Thank you. 

Kato 48:41 
Thank you and good to be here on the first show of the year. 

Patrick 48:46 
And yes, indeed. And I'll be back again tomorrow with another exciting episode of National Viggo Radio. 
